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•  Iris provides a fair share of generic capabilities for building, editing, 
viewing and analyzing SEDs. 

Built-in Capabilities 

Build View Model 

Iris is a tool developed by the Virtual Astronomical Observatory 
for building and analyzing Spectral Energy Distributions (SEDs). 
Iris was designed to be extensible, so that new components and 
models can be developed by third parties and then included at 
runtime. Iris can be extended in three different ways: new file 
readers allow users to integrate data in custom formats into Iris 
SEDs; new models can be fitted to the data, in the form of 
template libraries for template fitting, data tables and arbitrary 
python functions. The interoperability-centered design of Iris and 
the Virtual Observatory standards and protocols can enable new 
science functionalities involving SED data. 

• Builds up a high-cross-section stack of tools, hiding the standards implementation layer from the 
science layer, in a loosely coupled extensible architecture   

Iris components stack 

Scan the QR code to visit the Iris 
download page. The features described 
in this poster are available in the 1.2-
beta version. 
http://www.usvao.org/science-tools-services/  

The pictures above show the plugin developed 
by the Italian Space Agency Science Data 
Center (ASDC) to allow Iris to query their 
SED service with a rich Graphical User Interface. 

The ASDC Data plugin will be available in the Iris v1.2 
distribution, inside the ‘contrib’ directory. 

It is already available in the Iris 1.2 beta versions 
(see below). 

The picture below shows a ‘proof of concept’ R 
integration plugin. The SED built using Iris is sent 
to the R workspace where it can be analyzed 
using R.  

Plugins Extensibility Points 


