Doug Burke 25 June 2002

CXC

CIAO Documenta tion Plans

The pr imar y aim of the CIA O documentation team has been to provide the user with analysis thr eads . These documents pr ovide “recipes” f or perf orming common tasks w hen analysing Chandr a data and span the r ange fr om intr oductor y m ater ial (e.g. ho w to use ds9 ) to complex tasks (e.g. using a PSF as a con volution k ernel when fi tting an im age). Ne w thr eads ar e added based on quer ies to the CXC (the helpdesk, chandr a_user s em ail list, and questions ask ed at the CIAO workshops) and from scientifi c resear ch by CXC staf f.

We no w hav e almost 100 thr eads accessible fr om

http://cxc.har vard.edu/ciao/documents_thr eads .html

and the f ocus no w is to m ak e this inf ormation easier to use.

Doug Burke 25 June 2002

CXC

1: Bac kgr ound Inf orma tion

The threads ar e - in gener al - pur ely procedur al: the y tell a user ho w to perf orm a task but not why that task isimpor tant. As an example, we hav e a number of thr eads that deal with the cr eation of the aspect histogr am, but no inf ormation on w hy it is needed or whether it m ay af fect the scientifi c conclusions of the analysis .

Introduce “w hy” documents link ed to fr om the thr eads (e.g. “Choosing an Ener gy Filter”)

Closer links to the explanator y information in the POG

Provide specialized inf ormation on specifi c topics .

Planned ar e pages on: High-resolution spectr oscop y Pile Up

Doug Burke 25 June 2002

CXC

2: Analysis Steps

Given the number of instr ument confi gur ations and obser ving modes , man y with different cav eats or analysis needs , it can be difficult to fi nd w hich thr eads that ar e rele vant to a par ticular dataanalysis pathw ay. Thiswillbe especially true for data that has been corr ected f or CTI effects .

We aim to:

Provide guides to common data-r eduction scenar ios, e.g. “ ACIS Data Pr epar ation Analysis Guide”

Provide scr ipts that wr a p up these data pr epar ation steps in an analogous m anner to the w ay the psextr act scr ipt m ak es extr acting spectr a simple f or the user . A scr ipt to autom atically repr ocess gr ating data is under de velopment.

Doug Burke 25 June 2002

CXC

3: Finding Inf orma tion

The CIAO w eb site has expanded gr eatly dur ing the lif etime of Chandr a. Although ther e is a lot of inf ormation pr esent, it can sometimes be har d to fi nd.

While work continues to ensur e that as much rele vant information is linked to fr om each page, other a ppr oaches ar e also needed:

The “sear ch” f acility will be changed to allo w tar geted sear ches of the thr eads , data cav eats , and ahelp documents .

Linkswillbe provided from the ahelp pages to threads that mak e significant use of the tool/comm and. (e.g. dmextr act example)