Fossil Groups and Isolated Elliptical Galaxies
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Fossil groups and isolated early-type galaxies are theorized to be the end
points of evolution of a compact group. X-ray observations of fossil groups and
isolated ellipticals have detected halos of hot gas with similar extension to the
x-ray gas around the Hickson compact groups. The distortions of the contours
may be the result of satellite galaxy accretion or nuclear activity.

Hickson Compact Groups: Diffuse Emission in 0.3 - 2.5 keV Energy Band
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